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Congressman-Ray LaHood -

44" District Senator William Brady

46" District Senator George Shadid

47" District Senator Carl Hawkinson

45" District Senator Claude Stone

87" District Representative Dan Rutherford
93" District RepresentativeDavid Leitch
91* District Representative Mike Smith
92 District Representative Ricca Stone
89" District Representative Keith Sommer

Dear Congressmen and Congresswoman,

We, the undersigned elected members of the Steuben Township Board, want to

|
€Xpress our concern re

ding the-Rt. 29 expressway to Interstate 80. It was announced

that Rt. 29 would be widened. Our concern comes from the fact that much work,
geographical, geol’ogica%, etc., has been done-om the-bluff, in Steuben Township: A new
4-lane interstate type road built on the bluff away from the existing Rt. 29 alignment

would cause the citizens

3 of Steuben Township great hardship. Steuben Township stands

to lose much tax revenue, it would make access to farms more difficult, and displace

families just to name a fi

Steuben Township Board

ew of the hardships.

Pk P o, Mintlore]

Mark Monier, Supervisor Jéhn Moreland, Road Commissioner

(m Yok

Ron Gehrig, CIerW

Rodney Mothier, Trustee

Dave Key\ycn, Tﬂstée Randy Salisbury, Trustee

-~
i

G a————————

Ray Pric€, Trustee
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form.

7/16/2004

Mr. Eric Therkildsen:

The update and improvements to Route 29 is long overdue. The volume of traffic has increased
dramiatically during the last several years and will continue to increase. Motor vehicle accidents will
continue to increase without the "new 29" that will divert traffic from the current R-29. As a side ’
note there was a motor vehicle accident south of Chillicothe on R-29 as the Public Meeting was in progyess.

I would suggest using the S-6B, S-4, C-2, H-4, & N-2 of the proposed route layouts. It is the best that can be
expected.

Lets get on with building the Route 6 extension to route 1-180 it is desperately needed for safety &

economic development of ng oria County and adjacent Counties.

Frank Timmeémnmann
5603 E. Crews Ave.
Chillicothe, IL 61523
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My wife and I attended your public meeting at Three
Sisters Park 7/15/04. It was my understanding that the
reason for re-routing Route 29 was to secure an efficient
65-mph 4-lane highway to facilitate travel and commerce
between Peoria and Chicago. The property owners, cities,
and villages along the route should be given proper
consideration, but creating a snaking-type road with less
than 65-mph speed limits will defeat the basic purpose of
the highway to efficiently move traffic. Excessive
changes in the highway’s route left and right should be
limited. If IDOT is not going to build a 65-mph road upon
which traffic could move efﬁciently, they .should e.liminate

this plan and simply upgrade the current Route 29.
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IL Route 29 Study
Illinois Department of Transportation - District 4
Summary of Comments Received
July 2004 Public Information Meetings

The project's second open-house public information meetings were held on July 14th and
15th, 2004 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The July 14t meeting was held in Henry at Henry-
Senachwine High School and was attended by approximately 176 people. Approximately
408 attended the meeting on July 15t at Three Sisters Park in Chillicothe. The purpose of
the public information meetings was to provide project-area residents with the general
status of the project, obtain public input on the range of alternatives currently under
consideration as well as those removed from further consideration, and offer a forum for
people to ask questions.

The same information was presented at both meetings, including alignments to be carried
forward for additional study, alignments to be eliminated from consideration, typical
sections, a project newsletter and meeting handout. Comment forms were available for
those who wanted to leave comments at the meeting. Project staff from IDOT and CH2M
HILL were available to answer questions and discuss the project alternatives.

A summary of the written comments received during and after the July 14t and 15t
meetings is found on the following pages The comments were placed in categories
developed by the project team to assist in understanding the public's reaction to the project.
Most comments at both meetings concerned either a specific alternative or the project in
general. The "Miscellaneous" category was added to accommodate comments that did not fit
well in other categories. Fewer comments were received at this set of meetings about the
project’s purpose being to provide a more efficient route between Peoria and Chicago than
were received at the first public information meeting.



IL Route 29 Study
Illinois Department of Transportation - District 4
Summary of Written Comments
July 14t and 15t 2004 Public Information Meeting

PREFERENCE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS NUMBER of
COMMENTS
SUPPORTS IL 29 PROJECT |Generally supports project 9 (Bureau
IN GENERAL County
Highway Dept.)
Need an efficient, safe connection between Route 6 and I-180 3
Would boost local economies (including Chillicothe) and open up 7
central Illinois to the Chicago market/ increase economic
diversity/serve Peoria better
Long overdue 7
Cost not enough of a deterrent 2
Need 4-lane, 65 mph, limited access facility 3 (Peoria Area
Chamber)
SUPPORTS ON IL 29 Would improve economic vitality in project area, incl. Princeton 1
ALTERNATIVE Would save land 2
Would minimize impact to farmland 1
If the project proceeds, supports improving existing IL 29 9
Generally supports improvements on IL 29 4
SUPPORTS Generally supports Chillicothe Bypass 2
CHILLICOTHE BYPASS  |Would spur growth in Chillicothe 1
SUPPORTS S-6B Generally supports S-6B 7
More logical, less ROW/farmland needed/ fewer displacements 3
If project must occur. 6
Farther from residences on Wayne Road. 1
SUPPORTS S-6B/ROME  |Generally supports S-6B/Rome West Road Interchange 2
WEST ROAD Provide adequate access to Chillicothe 1
INTERCHANGE Most practical, fewer displacements 1
SUPPORTS S-6B/ Farther from developed areas 1
MCGRATH If project must occur. 1
INTERCHANGE
SUPPORTS S-6C Generally supports S5-6C 1
Would cause least disruption to agriculture, enhance commerce 1
Most viable for Chillicothe 1
Would be farther from bluff 1
If project must occur. 2
Would displace more homes. 1
SUPPORTS S-6C/ROME  |Generally supports S-6B/Rome West Road Interchange 1
WEST RD INTERCHANGE
SUPPORTS ROME WEST  |Generally supports Rome West Road Interchange 1
ROAD INTERCHANGE Would impact fewer homes, would help with traffic, is more 1
centrally located, and would impact less farmland
SUPPORTS MCGRATH  |Supports either alignment with McGrath Interchange 1
INTERCHANGE
SUPPORTS Generally supports Chillicothe Interchange 2 1
CHILLICOTHE Would eliminate dangerous turning movement onto IL29 from 1
INTERCHANGE 2 NB IL29




Table 1 (continued)
IL Route 29 Study
Summary of Written Comments

PREFERENCE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS NUMBER of
COMMENTS
SUPPORTS BLUFF Would be less expensive 3
ALTERNATIVE AT Would impact fewer houses than C-3/ Would minimize impact to 3
HOPEWELL AND residences, including those with wells
SPARLAND (C-2) Would minimize impacts to the Illinois River 1
Would minimize environmental impacts (Illinois River, wetlands, 2
plant and animals)
Would avoid erosion of the hill and provide more space and 1
stable ground on which to build
More could be accomplished and future improvements could 1
more easily be made
Would improve traffic 1
Existing IL29 makes a nice scenic drive with the recreational areas 1
Generally supports C-2 7
Would impact fewer commercial properties 1
Would enable existing IL29 to be used just for local traffic 1
SUPPORTS THROUGH Would improve Rt. 17 1
SPARLAND
SUPPORTS SPARLAND  |Generally supports Sparland Interchange #2 1
INTERCHANGE 2
SUPPORTS SPARLAND  |Generally supports Sparland Interchange #4 2
INTERCHANGE 4
OPPOSES IL 29 PROJECT |Would impact homeowners/landowners 4
IN GENERAL Would impact wildlife/wildlife areas/sensitive bluff areas 5
Do not want to focus tax dollars on this project/does not believe 22
state has funds to build project/not cost effective/too costly
Increase in traffic would cause decrease in safety 1
Not convinced a traffic need exists 13
Unnecessary 15
Would impact Miller-Anderson Woods State Nature Preserve, 2 (Marshall-
Senachwine Wetlands, Marshall County Fish and Wildlife Area, Putnam
Peoria Park District’'s Audubon Preserve, Singing Woods SWCD)
Preserve, and Camp Wakonda
Would cause erosion 2
Would increase traffic and safety issues 3
Would impact farmland, including properties with Prime 10
Farmland, Agricultural Protection Areas, Conservation Reserve
Program, and Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
Would cause deterioration in peacefulness of corridor/increase 10
noise and create urban sprawl
Suggest building the ring road instead 24
Would increase air pollution 2
IL 29 currently is a very scenic drive; expansion would impair the 1
beauty of the drive
Not worth saving a few minutes to travel between south and 2
north
Not convinced of the economic benefits project is intended to spur 5




Table 1 (continued)
IL Route 29 Study
Summary of Written Comments

PREFERENCE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS NUMBER of
COMMENTS
OPPOSES IL 29 PROJECT |Not convinced this is the best way to increase safety on the roads 1

IN GENERAL (continued)

Should revisit Peoria to Chicago highway; proposed project does
not provide a connection between the two cities

1 (City of East
Peoria mayor)

Generally opposes project

Would introduce drainage problems

Suggests considering road up on bluff where bike trail was put in

Should focus on a high-speed rail system

Not worth the impacts

Would impact Peoria Lakes project

Would impact local economies/businesses

Does not go through towns as originally promised

Would impact endangered species

Should focus on upgrading existing roads

Would not be used by citizens outside project corridor

OPPOSES CHILLICOTHE
BYPASS

Would increase noise

Would not give Chillicothe an economic boost

Would reduce property value

RIRIRPIN RN O R R =

Generally opposes Chillicothe Bypass

1

Would impact access to/noise at Camp Wokanda; would impact
the use of the Audubon Wildlife Area for wetland refuge for
shorebirds; would increase noise at Singing Woods Nature
Preserve and Audubon Wildlife Area

1 (Peoria Park
District)

Would increase air pollution and impact wildlife habitat

Does not believe state has funds to spend on it

OPPOSES S-6C

Generally opposes S-6C

OPPOSES BLUFF
ALIGNMENT AT
HOPEWELL AND
SPARLAND (C-2)

Would impact sensitive bluff areas

Would not help local communities/adversely impact economies
of Sparland and Lacon

[ Ly JEEY Uy puy

Would have higher environmental impacts

—_

Would run through Midland School District and would diminish
tax revenue base

Would cause adverse travel for emergency vehicles, school buses
and farm equipment

Would impact farmland, including CRP land /remove farmland
from tax base

8

Would impact Steuben Township tax revenue

1 (Steuben
Township Bd.)

Would not be utilized by those living in Lacon

1

Would require more maintenance by IDOT including upkeep of
an additional roadway and maintenance of two bridges

4

Would cause deterioration in peacefulness of corridor

Generally opposes bluff alignment

Unnecessary

Would impact an agricultural preservation district

Would impact forested lands

Would require more fuel to burn to get up bluff

R U U N TN




Table 1 (continued)
IL Route 29 Study
Summary of Written Comments

PREFERENCE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS NUMBER of
COMMENTS
OPPOSES ON 1L 29 Would not provide the room for necessary improvements to make 1
ALTERNATIVE project worthwhile (would like new roadway to be an interstate)
OPPOSES THROUGH Would displace too many homes 1
SPARLAND (C-3)
OPPOSES SPARLAND Would displace too many homes 2
INTERCHANGE 2
OPPOSES HENRY BYPASS|Would adversely impact Henry’s economy 1
Would impact horse farm 2
Not convinced of economic benefit to Henry 2
OPPOSE Would adversely impact economy in smaller towns on IL 29 2
IMPROVEMENTS ON Would create adverse travel 1
NEW ALIGNMENT Would not benefit local economies 1
Would impact farmland 4
Would be too costly 2
Would increase noise 1
Would introduce drainage problems 1
Would impact homes 1
Not enough of a traffic need 1
Would increase number of roads to take care of 3
IDENTIFY PROJECT AS  |Unnecessary to save time traveling from Peoria to Chicago 6
“PEORIA-TO-CHICAGO  |Not worth impacting smaller towns along IL 29 2
HIGHWAY” Would not be direct enough to be worthwhile 9
Would not be cost effective 3 (HOI Sierra
Club)
Suggest building ring road/ Believe a ring road over the river 7
near Mossville would benefit the surrounding communities more.
Unnecessary 5
Money would be better served elsewhere 9
Would impact homeowners 1
Would be too costly 2
Would impact wildlife habitat 6 (HOI Sierra
Club)
Would introduce erosion problems 1 (HOI Sierra
Club)
Not convinced of the economic benefits of a new highway 6
Would impact farmland 5
Minimize access points; consider emergency vehicle routes 1
Suggests widening Chillicothe viaduct to 4 lanes 1
Suggests considering a route between Peoria and Galesburg 1
Would increase noise at Root Cemetery 1
Would impact tranquility of country life and increase urban 3 (HOI Sierra
sprawl Club)
Does not go through towns as originally promised 2
Would impact Senachwine Creek Watershed 1
Would increase bus route distances 1
Would impact wetlands 2




Table 1 (continued)
IL Route 29 Study
Summary of Written Comments

PREFERENCE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS NUMBER of
COMMENTS
IDENTIFY PROJECT AS  |Would impact wildlife areas 1
“PEORIA-TO-CHICAGO |Would cause runoff and sedimentation into the Illinois River 1
HIGHWAY” (continued) |Would impact Illinois River bluff 1
Not enough access points to east side of the river 1
Believes money should be spent on upgrading existing roads 2
Does not believe state has sufficient funds to build project 2
Feel voters in Marshall & Putnam Counties are not being counted 1
Would promote urban sprawl 3
Not convinced a traffic need exists 2
Too close to homes 1
Would impact wetlands and forest preserves 1
Would make Chillicothe a ghost town 2
MISCELLANEOUS Unsure of project’s purpose and need 2
Unclear about land acquisition and restitution process and how it 3
applies to individual land owners
Suggest upgrading Western Avenue in Henry to IL 18 status so IL 2
18 extends to IL 40
Suggests widening IL 29 from 1-180 to Kentville Road/improving 1
intersection to better accommodate truck traffic
Suggest either moving alignment further away from Galena 1
Knolls or putting up noise barrier
Interested in noise abatement possibilities 2
Requests information on how emergency vehicles would access 1 (Lake
Lake Thunderbird after improvements are completed Thunderbird
Association)
Has a split profile through central section on existing IL 29 been 1
studied to avoid building into the bluff
Questions whether the ring road has been studied 1
Requests meeting with Sparland (in addition to the mayor) 1
Concerned about traffic coming off of McGrath connection to 1
Chillicothe and into the subdivision
Views Knox Avenue improvements as safer 1
Suggests repairing existing IL 29 1
Requests two copies of the Y2-mile stretch north of Putnam that 1
shows the Winship property
Suggests just providing an overpass at Cloverdale & leaving it as 1
is or cul-de-sacing Cloverdale on either side of the proposed IL29
Emphasizes need for connection between Henry bypass and 1
existing IL 29 if it is cul-de-saced
Notes that making Hart Lane a cul-de-sac would give 1
fire/ambulance only one route to reach houses in the area
Suggests not improving IL29 north of Sparland but going across 2
the river on IL17 and improving IL39
Requests maps showing 2 alternatives that cross Rome West Rd. 1
Suggests overcompensating those people who would be displaced 1




Table 1 (continued)
IL Route 29 Study
Summary of Written Comments

accidents

PREFERENCE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS NUMBER of
COMMENTS
MISCELLANEOUS Requests relocating improvements that impact township garage 1 (Senachwine
(continued) Township Bd.)
Requests copy of the map showing S-6C at Cedar Hills Drive 1
Suggests moving the Cloverdale overpass to the north to avoid 2
disrupting ront yards of the homes where the wells are located
Requests copies of maps showing Chillicothe Interchange 1
alternatives and bluff alternative
Suggests making existing IL29 through Henry a business route as 1
opposed to making it a cul-de-sac
Requests staying within IDOT right-of-way as much as possible 1
Requests design at Henry be reconsidered 1
Suggests moving Whiffle Tree up to the bluff or somewhere with 1
a better setting
Suggests moving Thenius Creek intersection to the north 1
Does not feel that proposed improvements would have 1
detrimental effect on MAW
Skeptical about wildlife crossing allowances 1
Comment period noted on the newsletter is misleading 2
Requests looking into animal detection devices to minimize deer 1

During construction, access by park users, maintenance and

1 (Peoria Park

emergency vehicles needs to be provided; would impact ability to District)

conduct smoke burns since proposed alignment is within the

smoke management area; original interchange bisecting CAT

complex would have least impact on PPD lands

Widen railroad viaduct to 4-lanes 2

Requests that light abatement alternatives be researched 1

especially along Chillicothe bypass

Requests information on how wetland on property would be 1

replaced

Requests meeting with IDOT regarding restitution for 1

displacement of farmstead

Requests construction begin at north terminus 2 (Bureau

County

Highway Dept.)

Requests construction begin at south terminus 1

Is median wide enough to accommodate a semi waiting to cross 1

IL29 to get to grain elevator?

Need to consider gas lines at Rome West, American Water on 1

Rome West, a new road at Old Wayne Road, 6900 Line

Skeptical about LaHood taking ownership of some property 3

within proposed project

Supports earlier intersection bisecting CAT complex 1
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